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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all Circle Members
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From the Footplate
Congratulations to Rob Foot on producing his first Newsletter. There were a
few glitches that delayed things but I thank the membership for its patience; it
was much appreciated. I know Rob is concerned about the quality of reproduction of some of the photographs and the delay in getting his first issue to
members. This issue is also a little delayed, a knock-on effect from last time,
but things will be back on schedule in the New Year.
Equally it is congratulations to Rhobat Bryn Jones for his indoor meetings
programme at St David’s Hall, Cardiff. From a modest start the last meeting
attracted some 40 members exceeding expectations and the Hall staff are to be
warmly thanked for their help with a revised meeting room/area and facilities
etc. There are plans to hold meetings in other locations within Wales but this
has been a most encouraging start. Remember if you have any comments or
ideas for future meetings then please contact Rhobat or any other member of the
Committee.
Andy Nicholls’ sterling work with the website has been developed further
with a ‘Members Only’ section. I know this had been a request from many
members so if you wish to gain access to this part of the website you will need
to contact Andy or the Secretary for your username and password.
The Circle has been able to secure the use of a further room downstairs in
the Rhiwderin Centre for which we are very grateful to the Community Council.
There are a few modifications and alterations required before we can make use
of it but it will provide more space for our burgeoning archives and to view
items. Further archive material has been received from the Tom Clift bequest
and from The Stephenson Locomotive Society relating to the special trains of
the 1950s and 1960s that ran in Wales.
Please don’t forget that we have a vacancy for an Exhibitions Co-ordinator
from mid-2014 and an ‘Archive editor from November 2014. To this can now
be added an Outdoor Meetings Co-ordinator from 2015. If you think you could
fill any of these posts or just want more details then please do not hesitate to
contact the Secretary or the present post holders.
By the end of the 2014 season I shall have been in post as the Outdoor
Meetings Co-ordinator for eight years and the time is right for a new face to take
on this role with fresh ideas and a fresh pair of legs although the latter is not
essential!
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A reminder, if you have not already renewed your membership then the Membership Secretary would be very pleased to hear from you. He has had a steady
stream of renewals to date.
Finally it only remains for me to send Christmas greetings to all members and
their families for the approaching season.
Brian Dotson

From the Operating Department…
“Your Circle
needs you…”

As you will have seen in
my ‘From the Footplate”
piece we have three imminent vacancies within
our organization, namely:

Shows Co-ordinator (after 2014
AGM), ‘Archive’ Editor (November 2014) and an Outdoor
Meetings Co-ordinator after the
end of 2014 programme.
The present post holders would be only too willing to give any interested
member details, advice etc on the post concerned. Some may look a little
daunting but I can assure you that that is not the case. We have a good team
running the Circle but changes in personnel are inevitable in any organization.
Pease give some thought to the posts about to fall vacant.
Brian Dotson

Outdoor Meetings Co-ordinator
I will be stepping down from this role at the end of the 2014 season. I hope a
member or members will step forward to continue to organise walks etc for the
Circle. It is not a difficult job and you do not have to be on every walk; you are
a co-ordinator, drawing together the different walk leaders and ideas about
where to visit etc. According to the Job Description you don’t have to write
Walk Reports or submit photographs to go with them for the Newsletter! You
make the job what you want; that is the way I have approached it for the past
seven years.
I shall be more than glad to offer advice and further details to interested members.
Brian Dotson
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From Paul Rowlands, Membership Secretary.
I would like to thank all who have renewed so promptly. As we go to press over
350 members have renewed. We would also like to thank publicly all the
members who generously donated to the Circle. You have made the Archivist
(and others) a very happy man.
We welcome six new members:
Neil Bennett of Kilgetty, West Wales (Member 1104). Neil is interested in
freight data, particularly the movement of agricultural produce, milk, and fish.
Neil Burgess of Lincoln (Member 1105). Neil is interested in the Cambrian
Railway, the LMS in Wales and south Wales’s railways generally.
Richard Ough (Member 1106)
Grahame Lowe of Victoria, Australia (Member 1107). Grahame is interested in
British Railways Western & Southern Regions, Welsh valley railways and the
Victoria Railways, Australia.
Peter Fulker of Tonbridge, Kent (Member 1108). Peter is interested in the
Cambrian Railway and the Manchester & Milford Railway.
Ian Reese of Bassaleg, Newport, Gwent (Member 1109)
Unfortunately, two members have resigned. Brian Prosser (Member 1013) due
to ill health and Brian Harrington (Member 953) due to the “effects of the state
pension”. Something many of us can relate to. I would like to thank both
members for their support over the years and say how sorry we are to see them
go.
It is my sad duty to repost the death of Douglas Rice (Member 775) of Neath.
Douglas died in the late summer. I am certain all members thoughts go out to his
son and the family at this time.
During the renewal process a number of members made helpful suggestions.
Many of you asked for my address to be placed on the renewal form. This has
been done ready for the 2014 renewals. Several of you suggested the renewal
form should be sent out before the 1st September renewal date. From next year,
when the AGM confirms the subscription fees, the renewal form will be sent out
with the Summer Newsletter rather than the Autumn Newsletter. A number of
you asked about a Standing Order system, or some form of automation to the
renewal process. We have started the process of setting this up. The intention is
to have it in place for summer 2014. The details will appear in the next Newsletter.
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Thank you for all your comments. Please keep them coming. No one has a
monopoly of good ideas. We certainly do not. If you spot something you think
can be done better, please let us know.
Indoor Meetings go from strength to strength
Having decided to resurrect the indoor meetings for 2013/14, a strong start was
made on Saturday 21st September when Ray Caston gave an illustrated talk on
the Brecon & Merthyr Railway, this being the 150th anniversary of the opening
of the line. We all gathered in the St Asaph Room of St David’s Hall in Cardiff
to hear his talk.
Ray’s talk was divided into two sections; the first being the Northern section and
the second the Southern. The talk was in effect a ride down the line starting from
Brecon and taking us down towards Merthyr and Dowlais. Ray has a family
connection with the railway in that both his grandfather and father worked for
the Brecon & Merthyr, his grandfather as a platelayer and his father as a
passenger and goods guard.
After an interval where refreshments were obtained from the bar, we then
proceeded down the Southern section from Dowlais to Bargoed via Deri and
from Rhymney to Bargoed and then onto Newport. During the talk several
members made contributions from the floor and Ray very patiently and courteously answered all questions put to him.
In all 11 members plus the speaker and myself were in attendance. Given that
we had not had the opportunity to advertise the event in the Newsletter, reaching
a double digit attendance was encouraging.
----On Saturday 2nd November, John Miles gave an illustrated talk on a subject very close to his heart, namely
the Swansea Vale Railway and the Midland that ran
through it to Swansea St Thomas. John has, with Tudor
Watkins, written a book entitled, “Midland Railway:
Swansea Vale and Branches” for those who wish to do
some follow-up reading on the subject. John’s interest
in the Midland stems from his being a son of Derby, the
headquarters of the company (One wag in the audience
asked for clarification as to whether this meant Lord
Derby or the city).
He began by showing us both the geographical and
geological context, in effect demonstrating the reason for the railway’s exist5
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ence. This was followed by a more detailed look at the layout of Swansea
Docks, views of the line through the valley as well as pictures of the various
locomotives used on the line both Swansea Vale and Midland in origin.
Exceeding all expectations, the attendance at the talk reached 30, again in
addition to the speaker and myself. It would appear that these meetings have
struck a chord with members and so it has been decided to have another series
of talks for the 2014/15 season.
----So our next talk is on Saturday 15th February 2014, again in the St Asaph Room
at St David’s Hall starting at 14:00. Our speaker will be Mike Denman, the
Circle’s resident expert on the railways around Llanelli, who will be talking on
“Llanelly Railway - Conflict and Strife”, complete with slideshow. So book it
in your diary or various electronic devices now and let’s see if we can’t get 50
members in attendance and finish the year with a flourish.
I’ll finish by pointing out that refreshments are not always available in St
David’s Hall so you can either bring your own or buy from various shops located
around Hayes Island.
Looking forward to seeing you all at the next talk.
Rhobat Bryn Jones
Indoor Meetings Coordinator
From the Webmaster
Visitors to the Circle’s website may have noticed that the Members’ Section is
now password-protected. This has been done to provide a location where we can
make information available to members that we don’t want to share with
members of the public who don’t pay subscriptions to the Circle. In this area we
have Newsletters (both current and older editions), Data Sheets, Archive Lists,
and information about the Circle such as the Constitution and contact details. It
is intended to augment this with a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section
and a Forum in due course.
To obtain your username and unique password please email the Webmaster
(email: webmaster@wrrc.org.uk ) with your Name, Membership Number and
email address.
Members are assured that no personal information, such as postal or email
addresses, is held on the web site; only usernames and passwords to access the
"Members’ section".
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Most of the information duplicates that already provided in the New Members’
Package or the Newsletters but for certain types of document, such as the Data
sheets, which may be subject to regular changes, it may be possible to update the
on-line version where multiple re-printings and mail shots may not be practical.
For members who don’t have on-line access we are looking at methods of
providing printed copies (for the cost of printing and postage) – please contact
the Secretary with any queries.
This is what is currently held in the Members’ Section
Members Handbook
The Circle (Introduction and History)
The Circle’s Constitution
Useful Email Contacts
Newsletter
Newsletter 136, Autumn 2013
Newsletter 135, Summer 2013
Newsletter 134, Spring 2013
WRRC Data Sheets
WRRC Data Sheet - No.1 Painting Tables
WRRC Data Sheet - No.2 Models from commercial kits
WRRC Data Sheet - 7mm kits
Archive Lists
WRRC Rhiwderin Reference library list (April 2013 Version)
Reference library list
OS MAPS (October 2013 Version) Listing of OS maps in the reference library at Rhiwderin in (Adobe PDF format) is available for the
following Counties.
Brecknockshire
Cardiganshire & Carmarthenshire
Glamorganshire
Gloucestershire & Herefordshire
Monmouthshire
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Recording Electrification
One of the many pleasures of belonging to the Circle is the opportunity to see so
many photos relating to Wales’ rich railway history. My personal interest is the
Barry Railway and I am grateful to those many photographers in the early days
who took the trouble to stand with their early photographic equipment and take
the pictures on which I, among many others, rely today for my understanding of
our companies’ histories.
As many of you will no doubt know, the electrification of the line from Paddington to Swansea is due to begin soon and be completed by 2017, followed by the
electrification of the Valley lines by 2020. These will be the first electrified lines
in the history of Welsh railways; so there is an opportunity for us to be its
witnesses, both for our own benefit and that of future generations.
To that end, the Circle committee has decided to launch an appeal for volunteers
who would like to be part of a project documenting the electrification process as
it happens. We are looking for anyone with suitable cameras to contact the
Circle so that we can form a team to undertake this challenge. In the first
instance could you contact me on indoormeetings@wrrc.co.uk so that we can
gain an idea of the degree of interest and support among our members. It is
envisaged that the Circle committee will appoint a photographic coordinator,
once the level of interest is known, to undertake organising the necessary work.
I look forward to hearing from you soon.
Rhobat Bryn Jones
Indoor Meetings Coordinator
E-mail Addresses – does the Circle have your current address?
I don’t generally send general email shots to Circle members but had occasion
to do so recently when the venue of John Miles’ recent talk on the Midland
Railway in south Wales had to be changed at short notice. A number of emails
were rejected, possibly because you have changed your email address or have
never given the Circle one. If you didn’t receive an email from me on 31st
October and you do not object to the Circle contacting you be email, please let
Paul Rowlands (membership@wrrc.org.uk) know your current email address.
Rod Hall
Secretary
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Circle Archives
During the autumn three new acquisitions of archival material have graced
Rhiwderin. One is Harold Morgan's material, the other two from the estates of
Desmond Coakham and George Conway. The Circle's thanks go to Nigel
Nicholson, who helped deal with the transfer of Desmond's effects from Northern Ireland, and Mike Thomas / Steve Bell for their valuable assistance with
sorting Harold and George's papers before bringing them to Rhiwderin.
With the season's festivities getting in the way, here's a timely reminder that the
next Archiving and Research day at Rhiwderin is scheduled for Tuesday, 14th
January between about 10:15am and 8:30 pm. The makings for tea / coffee are
usually available but bring your own mug! You will be pleased to know that
lunch is normally taken in the Rhiwderin Arms.
Tony Miller

When St Peter calls...
Many members will recognise that modelling and researching is an intense but
often a solitary pleasure, rarely shared with other members of the family - so
when a member dies, not only do his family have to cope with their grief at the
loss of a loved one, they do not always know what to do with the ‘toys’. While
models and research papers are precious to the individual and his friends, to his
widow or family they may be seen as having little value.
The Committee recommends that members discuss with their partners how they
would like their collections of models and material to be disposed of when they
die. If you have specific bequests in mind it would be is best to express this in
writing in a will or codicil, otherwise your wishes may not be met. If you have
not made the family aware of those wishes it is left to chance whether a widow
receives any expert help in sorting out your hobby affairs. Circle members or
friends have in the past helped the widow to sort and dispose of models and
material, often without her needing to take an active part in what could be a
distressing task.
If anyone wishes to proceed with suitable wording in a will or codicil, please
contact the Secretary who has a ‘form of words’ that could be used.
With apologies to the 3mm Society newsletter, c. Apr 2000, thru Richard Pope
(a Circle member
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Obituaries
George Conway
Those of you who attended the Circle AGM or who read the brief notice in
Newsletter no.135, will have heard of the untimely death of George Conway on
27th May.
George had been a member of the Circle for many years. He was an accountant
by profession and always provided fiscal help and advice to the Circle when
asked. In a slightly more official role, he acted as the independent examiner of
the accounts until very recently.
His formative years were spent growing up in Aberdare until a family move
took him to Gloucester at the age of eleven. He then went to university in
Cardiff and his subsequent professional career kept him in South Wales.
His railway interests were wide and he was a member of many societies;
HMRS, Gauge 0 Guild, West Somerset Railway and the Severn Valley Railway, to name but a few. He had two particular interests. The railways of
Gloucestershire formed the basis of his 0 gauge layout (Great Western with
LMS overtones) whilst the family business of Conway’s Dairies, in Merthyr
Tydfil, provided the spark for researching the conveyance of milk by rail.
George was only too aware of the consequence of his illness but chose not to
broadcast it. He just carried on as normal for as long as he could.
His funeral on 11th June was well attended with many left to stand outside and
it was good to see several Circle members there.
Many of us have lost a good friend and our sincere condolences go to his wife,
Val.
Stephen Bell
Douglas Rice

Douglas Rice of Neath died on the 25 Aug after a short battle with
cancer. A lifelong interest in Railways prompted Doug’s involvement in
many rail related organisations and a great affection for the Gwili
Railway.
The Circle extends its sincere condolences to his family.
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NEW BOOKS
Steam in South Wales, Derek Huntriss, 2013, hardcover, 96 pages,
colour photographs, 250mm x 220mm, ISBN 978 0 7110 3729 8, Ian
Allan, £20.00
See review below from David Tomkiss.
Steam around North Wales – The North Wales Coast and the Lleyn
Peninsula – Mike Hitches, 2013, paperback, 192 pages, b/w photographs, timetables, maps, 246mm x 170mm, ISBN 978 1 44560 765 8,
Amberley Publishing, £16.99
Lots of b/w photographs many with lengthy captions. The “steam” in the
title is a little misleading as many of the illustrations are of station scenes
without a locomotive in sight!
Western Branches, Western Byways, Kevin McCormack, 2013, hardback, 96 pages, colour photographs, 254mm x 224mm, ISBN 978 0 7110
3764 9, Ian Allan , £18.00
Covers the former Western Region of British Railways with a good
number of Welsh scenes.
British Rail: The Nation’s Railway – Tanya Jackson, 2103, hardback,
244 pages, b/w & colour illustrations, 236mm x 160mm, ISBN 978 0
75249 267 4, History Press, £18.99
British Railway History in Colour Volume 1: West Gloucester &
Wye Valley Lines, Neil Parkhouse, 2013, hardback, 280 pages, colour
photographs, 275mm x 215mm, ISBN 978 1 899889 76 1, Lightmoor
Press, £25.00.
The Cambrian Main Line: Whitchurch (Salop) to Aberystwyth via
Oswestry and Welshpool (Scenes from the Past 55) - Derek J Lowe,
2013, paperback, 160 pages, ISBN 978 1 909625 13 6, Booklaw, £23.99
Bryneglwys Slate Quarry, Abergynolwyn, Merionethshire, Alan Holmes & Sara Eade, 2013, paperback, 138 pages, photographs (some in
colour), drawings & plans, A4, ISBN 979 0 9565652 4 2, privately
published, £20.00 plus £4.00 p&p (available from the Talyllyn Railway
Shop and other booksellers)
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A new edition of Alan Holmes' book “Slates from Abergynolwyn” with
new content provided by Sara Eade to expand on the fascinating social
history of Bryn Eglwys Quarry and its impact on life in the village of
Abergynolwyn.
The Ffestiniog Railway – Celebrating 150 Years of Steam (Past &
Present Companion), John Stretton, 2013, paperback, 128 pages, b/w
illustrations, 240mm x172mm, ISBN 978 1 85895 282 6, Silver Link,
£20.00.
The Beeching Era: Proposed – Closed – Survived (Rail Atlas), Peter
Waller, 2013, hardback, 38 pages of text with b/w illustrations, 44 pages
of maps in colour, 44 page index of stations, A4, ISBN 978 0 7110 3549
2, Ian Allan, £20.00
A history of the Beeching Report with lists of lines and stations proposed
for closure and detailing what actually happened together with a list of
lines and stations not initially listed for closure that were subsequently
closed. The clear colour coded maps set all this out graphically.
Caersws – The Cambrian Railways Village by Brian Poole, 2013,
paperback, 224 pages, 254 illustrations, A4, ISBN 978 0 85361 722 8,
£16.95
Brian Poole tells the story of the vibrant railway community of Caersws
and Moat Lane. He has collected information and illustrations from many
local people, with the aim of recording the social and economic effect of
the railway in the area.
Thanks to David Tomkiss, Richard Loydall and Tom Sherratt for their
information.
Richard Coulthurst
BOOK REVIEWS
The Cambrian Railways: A New History by Peter Johnson
ISBN 978 0 8609 3644 2
My first reaction was not a good one; how can history be new? So a rather poor
title, but my views were soon changing as I delved further into the most
thorough history yet written on the Cambrian Railways, its constituents and
formation. The author has obviously spent a huge amount of time researching
12
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the minutes and other documents to give a chronological history of all the small
railways, including the Mid Wales, which came together in the 1860s.
Including the first description of the Parliamentary processes that enabled the
construction of the railways that I have seen, the author has succeeded in
bringing together the different strands into a readable whole, and relates the
history of the railways up to and including the grouping. He includes many small
matters that bring the story to life, and realises many facts that were previously
unknown. Included are ‘interludes’ of photographs, some of which are well
known, others, including some postcard views that will be new to almost all
readers.
Finally, a small niggle. I found the use of abbreviations such as LN, ON, OE,
NM and MWR rather a nuisance as it made me stop and think exactly which
railway was being referred to a little too often, but others may not find it a
problem. Overall, the best and most comprehensive history of the Cambrian
Railways written, and I doubt if it will be surpassed, at least in my lifetime.
Thoroughly recommended.
Chris Basten

Steam in South Wales by Derek Huntriss (Ian Allan, 2013)
This book provides a selection of colour photographs from Fishguard
Harbour to Cardiff , “up the valleys” and just includes Newport. The
captions tend to over emphasise details of the locomotives to the detriment of the stock and the location. Some other comments on individual
photographs:
Page 58: The loco is Llantrisant’s 4268 and the train appears to be loaded
with iron ore from the Llanharry mine, probably bound for East Moors;
Page 63: Pant Mawr quarry is in the background but the location is
Cornelly on the Porthcawl branch and nothing to do with the Barry
Railway;
Page 64: The location is Drope Junction but this is not mentioned;
Page 83: Note the wagon still showing the remains of Bolsover livery in
1962.
This is a very good book which, with a little more care, could have been
excellent.
David J Tomkiss
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Welsh railway articles in other publications
Here is the latest selection. My thanks to Tony Harvey and Chris James for their
contributions.
Steam Days no. 289, September 2013
pp. 535-549. Bartlett, S. Memories of Swansea docks area and its engine sheds.
(Extensively illustrated historical account with two maps and extra illustrations
on pp. 532 and 533)
Railway Bylines vol. 18, issue 9, August 2013
pp. 428-431. “15C”. Brecon: Welsh meeting place. (A general well illustrated
account)
Industrial Railway Record, no. 214, September 2013
pp. 22-36. Oakden S. Tirpentws Colliery. (An account of the colliery, particularly its locomotives and how the colliery branch was worked)
The Industrial Locomotive, no. 148, September 2013
pp. 250-254. Jux F. Two Henry Hughes Locomotives in South Wales. (Locomotive problems on the Cardigan & Carmarthen Railway 1863-1868)
Backtrack vol. 27, no. 9, September 2013
pp. 542-543. Heavyside, T. Class 31s in North Wales. (Five colour photographs
of representatives of the class at work at various locations in North Wales in the
1990s)
Steam Railway No 419, September/October 2013
p. 9. What’s happening at the Pontypool and Blaenavon Railway (an article on
this LNWR related site with pictures of the LNWR related infrastructure and
current locomotives)
Backtrack Vol. 27 No 11, November 2013
p. 698. Llandovery (A 2 page photographic feature by Roy Hobbs. The 5 colour
photographs were taken in August 1972, when there was still traditional railway
hardware to be seen, and illustrate the transition from LMS to Western Region
during the 1950s)
Railway Magazine Vol. 159, November 2013
p. 32. The Rise and fall of the British Marshalling Yard (Michael Rhodes tells
the story of the 50 or so British yards, now largely disappeared. Part 1 covers the
14
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period from the 19th Century to 1963. Part 2 appears in the December 2013 issue
and has no Welsh interest)
The L&NWR Society Journal Vol. 7 No 6, September 2013
p. 6. Deganwy (A look at the development of the infrastructure, particularly
signalling, and traffic)
p. 23. Llandudno Branch Operations in the summer of 1914 (The article draws
on information from the working time table and recently discovered special
trains notices. Apart from the frequent LNWR services there are GC, H&B,
L&Y, Midland and North Staffs. excursions, and the use of North London stock)
Great Western Railway Journal no. 88 Autumn 2013
pp. 437-449. The “51XXs” at work. (Final part f this trilogy, with photographs
of these engines at Treherbert and Pontypool Road)
pp. 450-457. Newport (Mon) in 1946. (Eleven photographs with extensive
captions of this station)
Robin Simmonds
robin.simmonds@tiscali.co.uk

After a number of years when access was problematic, it comes as good news
that a collection of more than 8,000 engineering drawings dating back to the late
18th Century has been bought by the West Glamorgan Archive.
The foundry was built in 1792 and leased to the Quaker firm of Fox and
Company, based in Falmouth, Cornwall. Its heyday coincided with the development of the railways, steamships and the opening up of the coalfields across
South Wales and at a time when Swansea and Neath were both important world
centres for metals.

Neath Abbey Ironworks produced locomotives, ship engines, machinery
for gas works, pumping and winding engines for mines until it finally
closed in the mid 1880s. Those of you on the net can read more at:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-25020478
Thanks to member David Moores for this good news story.
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Acquisition of George Conway’s Archive Materials
At this years’ AGM there was a call from the membership to use (prudently) the
Circle’s funds for the acquisition of materials for the Circle’s archives. With the
sad passing away of Circle stalwart George Conway an opportunity arose for
the Committee to authorise the acquisition from his estate of materials that were
pertinent to Wales. These are original documents mainly dating from the ‘fifties
and early sixties, but one, the Signal Box Register for Llandilo Jc dates from
1900 and there is a handful from the ‘thirties.
This list gives a flavour of the of the acquisition, which includes almost one
hundred items Class 9 Freight Trains Trip Booklet, Diesel& Steam Train Services Bristol to
Carmarthen, Distance Book for Passenger Train Traffic, Locomotive Route
Availability Branch lines, Modernisation of Freight Time Table, Notice of
Engineering Train Arrangements , Passenger Train Marshalling, Point to point
running times for freight trains, , Sectional Appendix to Working Timetables
and Books of Rules, Signal Box Register for Llandilo Jc, Through Coach
working Programme and Passenger Train Loading and Stowing, Tourist Ticket
Facilities South Wales and Monmouthshire, Service and Working Time Tables
and Supplements , and a Western Region Supplementary Operating Instructions rule Book.
These items, like the Circle’s other archives, are available for inspection at the
Rhiwderin HQ once catalogued.
Rod Hall

South Wales Institute of Engineers
Ref the question in the last newsletter about the proceedings of the South Wales
Institute of Engineers and how to access them, John Miles has tracked them
down with a little help from Denys Morgan, Geoff Evans and Sandra Chapman.
A full set is available via Gareth Powell at the University of Glamorgan at
Pontypridd, whilst a rather less complete set is held by Swansea University,
where John Tucker is the point of contact (j.d.tucker@swan.ac.uk).
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Mystery Photos
Mystery Photo No.1
Actually the first entry this month is not so much a mystery as to where, when,
what etc but it is a bit of a mystery as to why someone thought this might be a
good idea.
Firstly a bit of background. When looking for a suitably Cheesy sorry! Christmassy photo for the front cover of this newsletter, I was directed to member
Ifor Coggan’s website and Ifor came up with this beauty…

As you can see it is black and white so not really what I was looking for and the
resolution of the scanned image isn’t really good enough for printing and isn’t
as clear as I’d like. But despite all that, the image just blew me away (sorry!)
and I had to include it. The location is Dowlais in 1947. It seems jet engines
were first used for clearing snow in trials over the cross Pennine routes but
without much in the way of success because of the damage inflicted on the
permanent way as they cleared the snow and then the ballast…
Apparently other sets were built for trials elsewhere on the BR network one of
which we see here. It seems a curious use of what was still new and presumably expensive technology. Does anyone know more?
Rob Foot (with help from Ifor Coggan)
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Mystery Photo No.2

I know nothing about this photograph, except that it came from Tudor Watkins
via Nigel Nicholson. Anyone out there recognise it?

Newsletter 136 page 13
Lots and lots of responses to this one and rather embarrassingly all
identified the fact this little engine has no connection with Wales at
all…
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Firstly, this comprehensive reply by Richard Metcalfe
This photograph has also appeared in the late Jack Slinn’s book “GWR Siphons”, p3, [published by the HMRS : 1986] and is accredited to London
Transport. The physical features of the location bear many similarities with
those in a photograph in the Brill Village Website on the Brill Tramway, which
shows one of the two original Aveling and Porter chain-driven locomotives and
train [the Wikipedia website gives a very comprehensive history of the tramway
and its connections with the Wotton Estate]. As London Transport became the
eventual owners/operators of the tramway, and presumably the associated
documentation, I would suggest Tudor’s photograph was also taken on the
tramway.
The Aveling and Porter 4-wheeled locomotives [they were in effect traction
engines adapted to run on rails] were replaced by two locomotives obtained
from W G Bagnall, Buckingham in Dec 1876 and Wotton in Dec 1877 Buckingham being returned to Bagnall’s in Feb 1878. In turn these were
replaced by a pair of 6-wheeled Manning Wardle saddle tanks, Huddersfield
and Earl Temple. Huddersfield was withdrawn in 1896 and replaced in 1899
by another Manning Wardle which was named Wotton No 2, whilst Earl Temple
was renamed Brill No 1. Subsequently the tramway was worked by Metropolitan Railway locomotives. Of South Wales interest, when the Metropolitan
Railway took over they sold all but one of the dilapidated goods wagons to the
Llanelly and Mynydd Mawr Railway.
Photographs in the above websites show one of the Aveling and Porter locomotives and the Manning Wardle Huddersfield but none of the Bagnall locomotives - could the locomotive in Tudor’s photograph be one of the Bagnall’s ?
The first vehicle in the Aveling and Porter photograph is a GWR 4-wheel
passenger brake van, whilst that in Tudor’s photograph is one from the original
GWR Siphon design. The Wikipedia website notes that the L&NWR was
sending from Quainton Road to Broad Street, London, three vans of milk a
week that had been collected from the Wotton Estate - I would guess that the
estate milk traffic explains the presence of the two GWR vehicles on the
tramway. The original Siphon design ran on 4 wheels and was constructed on
three lots - Lot 85 of 1873, Lot 132 of 1874, and Lot 180 of 1878. The first
two lots had a mid rail and two angle braces to each door leaf, whereas the last
lot did not have the mid rail and only one full-height angle brace, as in Tudor’s
photograph. Does this suggest that Tudor’s photograph dates from post-1878?
Another point of interest regarding this last lot is that the initial vehicle, No 510,
was noted in 1909 as being branded “Return to Swansea Docks” - presumably
not for milk traffic but, perhaps, for fish ?
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The tramway was also known Quainton Tramway, Wotton Tramway, Oxford
and Aylesbury Tramroad and Metropolitan Railway Brill Branch.
Richard Metcalf
What follows is a synopsis of the responses received from a number of other
members.
The engine is a very early (1877) product of W.G. Bagnall, their third engine
built in fact, despite its Works No. 120. The engine is WOTTON and the design
was the first of Bagnall’s light locomotives. The location is the Brill (or Wotton
if you prefer) Tramway in Buckinghamshire. No. 120 is heading a mixed train
and is about to leave Quainton Road station on the Aylesbury & Buckingham
Railway.
The date of the photograph is uncertain, though Baker & Civil in their history
of Bagnalls think it was taken towards the end of the engine's life on the
tramway, i e in the early 1890s. Wotton was replaced in 1894 and sold to the
well known dealer C.D. Phillips, who had yards in both Newport, Mon and
Gloucester. Phillips advertised WOTTON for sale on several occasions, but
probably broke it up for scrap in about 1908-10.
(Editor’s note: Aha! I thought. At last a Welsh connection! There was a 50/50
chance she was cut up in Newport…)
The Industrial Railway Society records it as going to Phillips’ Gloucester yard
for cutting up.
(Editor’s note: Bother!)
As regards the train, the leading van is an early G.W.R. 4-wheel "Siphon" built
in 1873-4 and replaced by six wheelers by 1904. According to a book of Milk
Traffic at Paddington Station (The National Archives, Kew: RAIL 253/34) milk
traffic from the Wotton Tramway started arriving at Paddington in 1873.
A copy of this photograph appears in "The Brill Tramway" by Bill Simpson
OPC 1985 ISBN 86093-218-4 with full dimensions and information about
WOTTON. A partial enlargement of the same photo appears on page 3 of the
1986 HMRS publication 'GWR Siphons' by Jack Slinn and Bernard Clarke
(which John Lewis is helping to revise - see later). The photo is credited to
'London Transport' .
Thanks to David Morton, David Bird John Lewis, Richard Loydall, Rhys ab
Ellis and Paul Johnson.
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Newsletter 136 – R&SB Coach at Polzeath
According
to
the
Vintage
Carriages
Trust
web
site
(http://www.cs.vintagecarriagestrust.org/) this coach body was built by Brown
Marshalls for the Rhondda and Swansea Bay Railway, to type TZ, running
number 18. The entry further details that it was condemned on 4 October 1913
and became a holiday cottage at Polzeath, north of Wadebridge, Cornwall.
There is also a note that RSBR No. 18 was replaced by Great Western Railway
1995 (built to Diagram S3), which was also numbered R&SB 18 and withdrawn
in August 1934. This entry was last updated on 18th. May 2009. There is also
a photograph of the carriage body that is similar to that in Newsletter No. 136
but with detail differences.
Andrew Procter
Newsletter 136 - Jack Braithwaite photos
Great response to these photos but a difference of opinion as to their location.
Firstly this from Peter Rumbelow…
“I think I can identify the location, or rather locations, of the two Jack
Braithwaite photographs. They clearly appear to be different locations as two
platforms on a single line make no sense. You were right about them being
Welsh, as the stations, or rather halts, are both on ex Cambrian lines.
The first photo. (page 12) I am fairly certain about as I thought I recognised it
when I saw it. It is Llandanwg on the Cambrian Coast Line, looking towards
Pwllheli. There is a photo. on page 128 of 'The Cambrian Railways' by R W
Kidner (Oakwood Press, 2nd. revised edition 1992) taken from under the road
bridge, looking towards Dovey Junction. This confirms the waiting hut and the
lamp seen in the Jack Braithwaite photograph, but the siding has gone. I believe
this halt was opened in GWR days and is still open.
The second photo. (page 13) I am less certain about, but I think that it is
Pentrefelin on the Tanat Valley Light Railway. I can find no other photographs
of Pentrefelin, but the photograph appears to fit with the plan that appears on
page 104 of 'The Tanat Valley, its Railways and Industrial Archaeology' by
Wilfred J Wren (David & Charles, 1968). The photo. is taken looking towards
Blodwell Junction. The photographer is probably standing on the open road
crossing at the Llangynog end of the halt, which explains the access path
through the gate at the right of the photograph and also the cattle grid to prevent
animals straying from the road onto railway property. Further, the waiting hut
looks like a simplified version of some other station structures on the line.”
Peter Rumbelow
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Good, I thought, Peter has saved my embarrassment after the “WOTTON”
disappointment earlier. And then, thudding into my inbox came..
The photos on pages 12 and 13 of the latest WRRC Newsletter, no 136, are
stations on the Callington branch in Cornwall.
The first view, on page 12, is of
Chilsworthy, looking towards
Gunnislake. The platform opened
in 1909 and the siding in the foreground was opened in 1928 into a
brickworks.
Photo by HR Casserley.

The second photo, on page 13, is
of Latchley, looking towards
Gunnislake.
Callington is in the direction
behind the photographer and the
line on the left is a goods siding
at a slightly lower level as the
line to Callington was rising on
a 1:100 gradient. The line between Gunnislake and Callington closed on 5 November 1966. Trains still serve Gunnislake from Plymouth.
Lee Holland
The stations are (on page 12) Chilsworthy and (on page 13) Latchley, both on
the Gunnislake to Callington line. The curious lower-level loading dock at
Latchley is seen, with its siding, on the left of that photograph. This was, I
believe, removed in the mid-1950s, so that helps to date the latter image. So
I’m afraid neither is in Wales.
Steve Jenkins
Rhys ab Ellis, wrote similarly referring to the book “Steaming through Cornwall” by Middleton Press.
So that’s 2 - 1 to the away team, not a Welsh connection in sight. Anyone out
there able to able to score a late equaliser and perhaps a winner for the home
team in injury time? Or should I accept defeat gracefully!
Editor
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Matters Arising from previous editions…
I’ll resist the temptation to make bad jokes about “milking” a good subject or
“churning” stories but it does seem the various threads about Milk Traffic in
recent editions have captured your continuing interest. Here’s the cream of the
latest correspondence…(sorry!)
Newsletter No.136 Pont Llanio
Michael L. Roach's interesting tale of his excursions over the Carmarthen Aberystwyth line states that Pont Llanio was originally built in 1896 and
completely rebuilt in 1937 for the transfer of liquid milk to rail tankers for
London. Does anyone know anything about its use from 1897 to 1937, please?
Also on the subject of milk traffic in South Wales, the BoT Report into the
Coke Ovens collision in January 1911, states that the passenger train involved,
the T.V.R 9.10 am Treherbert to Cardiff had two G.W.R milk vans on the rear.
These were 1864 and 1789, both 6-wheeled "open" siphons and they were
undamaged. Does anyone know if these would have been in use for milk traffic
- or perhaps fish traffic, please? I am involved in revising the HMRS book on
GWR "Siphons" and any thoughts would be gratefully received.
John Lewis
(Editor’s note: Comments, thoughts for John’s revision of the classic HMRS
GWR Siphons book can be sent to me at “newsletter@wrrc.org.uk” and I’ll
pass them on, though I’m sure John would not object to contributions sent
directly to him where you are already in touch.)
Newsletter No.136 Travelling on the Carmarthen to Aberystwyth line
The article by Michael Roach on the Milk Trains on the Carmarthen to Aberystwyth line brought back many memories of travelling over the line when I
was a student at Aberystwyth University in the early to mid 1960s. Michael
asked if anyone knew how long the 10.35 am from Carmarthen had been
conveying milk tankers. It was certainly happening from my first journey
northwards on 14th Feb 1962 but in all my journeys the train never conveyed
more than four tankers so Michael's record of eight tanks was unusual. It was
also unusual for the trains to comprise more than two passenger carriages.
However, on 22 April 1963, a fourth coach was hastily added to the 8.30pm
from Carmarthen to cope with returning students at the start of term. The train
was hauled by 0-6-0 No 2224 which left 21 minutes late and arrived in
Aberystwyth 20 minutes late. My log shows it was a disappointing run due
partly to the train missing its scheduled crossing point. The train was held for
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14 minutes at Llanybyther to cross the 5.45 pm train from Aberystwyth and we
left Lampeter 31 minutes late.
A strange thing happened on arrival at Lampeter (or perhaps not, as most of the
passengers were students). Almost everyone got off the train and entered the
privately run refreshment room only to stagger out with crates of bottled beer
which were consumed on the rest of the journey to 'Aber'. Surprisingly, my log
continues to record times for the rest of the journey!
My most exciting journey came on 29 September 1963 when BR Standard
Class 4 tank No 80099 had two coaches on the 5.50 pm train from Carmarthen,
left one minute late. Engine crew were changed at Lampeter, with the Aber men
working back home. It was dark so calculating speed from the mileposts wasn't
possible. Instead I counted rail joints to calculate speed! How many of you
remember doing that? Just before Llangybi I calculated we were doing about
70 mph. Better was to come along the straight section between Tregaron and
Strata Florida when an estimated 78 mph was achieved. The single lamp in the
roof was pulsating frantically as the dynamo belt was slipping madly. The run
continued at speed down through Caradog Falls Halt, Trawscoed and Felindyffryn halt. The train was supposed to stop at each so that the guard could turn off
the platform lamps but only at Llanilar did the train pause long enough for the
guard to perform this task. Arrival at Aberystwyth was 10 minutes early and by
the time I had got off the train, the engine had been uncoupled and was already
running back tot he shed, so the crew must have been very anxious to finish the
shift. In fact, from observation it was common for this train to arrive in
Aberystwyth up to 10 minutes early.
I was lucky enough to sample all types of ex-GW engines (apart from Dukedogs!), BR standards and a Hymek on the line. I also made two brake van trips
from Lampeter to Aberayron under the auspices of the University Railway
Society. Sunday morning would find a group of society members at Aberystwyth shed, often being entertained by the shed master, Danny Rowlands, with
stories of climbing Talerddig with an overloaded summer train, or racing to
Wolverhampton with a Manor and Dukedog with the summer 'Cambrian Coast
Express'.
Finally, Michael asked where were engines serviced after Carmarthen shed was
closed. The answer is Llanelly which remained open until November, 1965,
well after the Aberystwyth line was closed to passengers.
Gareth Jones
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Ex-GW 0-6-0T No 7437 at Felinfach creamery on the Aberayron branch, collecting full milk tanks for onward movement to Kensington. 17 Feb 1965

7437 again this time at Lampter with four loaded milk tanks to be attached to
the passenger train to Carmarthen 17 Feb 1965

25

WRRC Newsletter No. 137

Hymek No 7086 at Lampeter with the ex-11.55 am Aberystwyth to Carmarthen train with the loaded milk tanks being attached at the rear. At this
time the line north of Lampeter had been breached by flooding so the train
started at Lampeter with a Crosville bus connection to Aberystwyth. 17 Feb
1965

A Crosville MW (I think) coach at Llanfarian arriving at the outskirts of Aberystwyth with the connection from Lampeter to Aberystwyth off the 10.35
am departure from Carmarthen. 20 Feb 1965
All photos Gareth Jones
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Newsletter No. 136 Tynycaeau Signal Box
Further to Gareth Tilt’s enquiry concerning the fire at Tynycaeau Junction
Signal Box he and other readers may be interested in the following report
published by the South Wales Echo on Saturday 30 March 1963:Police investigate signal - box blaze.
British Transport Police are investigating a fire which destroyed the Tynycae
(sic) (Tynycaeau) railway signal box at Peterston super Ely during the early
hours today. 'We are making inquiries into the matter,' said a Police spokesman. 'Because we believe the cause may be other than accidental.' The blaze
was spotted just after 3.00 am by Cardiff taxi driver Mr Leslie Lock, aged 23,
as he returned from a job. Mr Lock of Crossways Road, Ely, called the
Whitchurch Fire Brigade but was unable to identify the blazing structure
because it is well away from any road.
Mile walk.
Firemen from Whitchurch had to park their two vehicles in St. Brides road and
walk more than a mile along the railway track carrying portable fire fighting
equipment. But the fire already had too strong a hold and the building was
burnt out. The signal box is not manned at night when there is no rail traffic.
Today temporary telephone communications kept the traffic moving normally.
'Last night the box was locked up about 6.00 pm,' said a Police spokesman,
'And no fire was left burning in the box.'
I have not found a report of any subsequent prosecution and I personally doubt
that the fire was caused deliberately; the signal box was not in an urban location
but surrounded by fields. Apart from the small hamlets of Drope and St.
Georges the nearest village of any size was St. Fagans and as the Fire Brigade
discovered there was no direct road access to the signal box. If the fire had
been started deliberately then the culprit was not a casual passer-by but
someone determined enough to trek across the open countryside to reach his
target.
Despite the signalman’s claim that no fire had been left burning in the box, I
suspect the fire had been left banked up to keep the Box warm for the following
day’s shift. On the other hand the blaze may have been precipitated by
smouldering floor or other timbers gradually charred by the build up of heat
from the fire which had probably been kept well stoked up during the previous
months of freezing weather. Some will recall the winter of 1963, which was a
particularly harsh one, even in the more temperate South East Glamorgan,
indeed remnants of snow lingered on the ground well into March and one can
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well imagine the Tynycaeau signalman’s constant battle to keep warm in his
windswept and exposed outpost.
Coincidentally a similar fire occurred four days later at Pengam Station Signal
Box in the Rhymney Valley and with no suggestion of foul play. This was
reported as follows:Fire at Pengam signal box. ‘South Wales Echo Wednesday 3 April 1963.
“A fire broke out in the signal box at Pengam station today. The blaze was
discovered when the signalman went on duty at 6.00 am and he fought the
blaze until the arrival of Bargoed Fire Brigade under Sub Officer Richard
Granville. The Brigade brought the fire under control. Woodwork on both
floors was destroyed but the equipment was not damaged.”
Whilst the signal box fire at the Tynycaeau Junction marked the end of through
traffic between Tonteg, Penrhos and Cadoxton there had been no sign that
either branch was destined for closure. Standard BR(W) tubular steel signals
had been installed, lengthy sections of permanent way had been re ballasted
and indeed, if I recall correctly, a portion of the line south of Wenvoe had been
relayed with flat bottom rail. All this may have been to prepare for the
anticipated increase in traffic when the shipment of coal was diverted from
Newport and Cardiff Docks to Barry.
The value of the Tonteg and Penrhos
branches was that they provided an independent route between the coalfield
and Barry and at the same time avoided
the bottleneck of Cardiff.
Despite a gradual decline in coal shipments from Barry, the opening months
of 1963 were witness to a mini boom as
coal fired power stations and other users
tried to cope with the increase in demand caused by the unrelenting arctic
temperatures. It was also the last time I
saw a ship berthed at every operational
coaling appliance at No.1 Dock, Barry.
The line between Tynycaeau and Penrhos never had a regular passenger service and the local pickup goods service
which once served the intervening stations of Wenvoe, Creigiau and Efail Isaf
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on the Cadoxton – Tonteg branch appears to have lapsed some time prior to the
1950s. Even so Wenvoe station yard was still a busy place, loading limestone
rail ballast from a local quarry. During the summer of 1959 the constant flow
of tipper lorries from the nearby crushing plant required the presence of a
pannier tank to shunt the ‘Sturgeons’ and ‘Grampuses’ (bogie and four
wheeled ballast wagons respectively) to and from the loading point.
At Creigiau, which was to the north of Tynycaeau, the Limestone Quarry was
served by a siding from the former TVR Waterhall Junction – Common Branch
Junction line. But a visit some years after the closure of the Cadoxton – Tonteg
route suggested that rail ballast may also have been loaded, in the sidings to the
south of Creigiau station. Though little more than a stone’s throw from each
other, there was no rail connection between the station and the former TVR
branch.*

No 5621 with “J24” leaving Wenvoe for Cadoxton with ballast from the loading dock Photo John White
As well as the rail ballast traffic, dolomitic limestone was loaded at Walnut
Tree West on the Penrhos Branch from the Steetley Dolomite Works perched
on the hillside overlooking Taffs Well. This was transported in ‘Conflat Ls &
LDs’. The latter being branded:- ‘To work between Abbey Works Port Talbot
& Dolomite Works Walnut Tree West Taffs Well.’ After the closure of the
through route via Tynycaeau this traffic was transported northwards via Pen-
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rhos Junction and continued until Walnut Tree viaduct was demolished to
make way for the new Cardiff – Merthyr A470 Trunk Road.
The passenger service between Barry and Pontypridd (via Wenvoe) had only
been introduced by the Barry Railway in response to local representations but
it could never be described as anything more than meagre. By 1959 the twice
daily service was worked by two car DMUs, but a steam hauled push & pull
working between Pontypridd and Cardiff Clarence Road (via St. Fagans)
continued until the weekend of 10 September 1960 when three car DMUs
finally took over. These continued in operation until the withdrawal of both
this and the service via Wenvoe on 10 September 1962.
On summer bank holidays weekends the Tonteg and Penrhos routes were
regularly used by excursion and relief trains working to and from the seaside
Mecca of Barry Island. Even during the early 1960s it was not unusual for
there to be over a dozen excursion trains arriving at Barry Island on a summer
Bank Holiday. But even this was a far cry from the August Bank Holiday
Monday in 1937 when the GWR transported an unbelievable 60,000 passengers to Barry Island!
Whilst this pre war record was never
beaten, up to and including the summer of 1962 Barry Island excursions
and summer extras originating from
the Cardiff Valleys and Monmouthshire’s Western Valleys still ran via
Tynycaeau Junction.
Bearing in mind that the regular passenger services via Wenvoe and St.
Fagans had been withdrawn it seems
that BR(W) was unsure whether the
summer relief services via Tynycaeau
would continue since these are shown
in the September 1962 – June 1963
Cardiff District Branch Lines WTT
but marked ‘SUSPENDED.’ This
begs the question that but for the signal
box fire and sudden closure of the
Tonteg and Penrhos routes these summer services might have continued at
least during the 1963 summer season.

30

WRRC Newsletter No. 137

WalnutTree west Signal Box and Viaduct (c.1950)

Tynycaeau Junction from the north (c. 1950)
Photos Late TB Sands
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Unlike other local lines the old Barry Railway mainline was engineered on the
grand scale. Rather than utilising the natural lie of the land, the Barry Railway
had instead driven straight through the countryside between Barry and the coal
rich Rhondda. A mammoth enterprise featuring deep cuttings, high embankments, two long tunnels at Pontypridd and Wenvoe and an impressive viaduct
across the River Ely at St. Fagans; a veritable testament to the determination of
David Davies and his fellow promoters.

Barry Railway Co parcel labels still in use
at Dinas Powis in 1964!

The Barry Company’s
plainly designed brick built
stations at Pontypridd
(Graig) and Treforest,
closed by the GWR on 5
May 1930, may not have
equalled the mock Gothic
extravagance of the Taff
Vale’s Cardiff Queen Street
Station, but despite the lack
of architectural eccentricities they provided perfectly
adequate accommodation
for passengers and set a
high standard for stations in
South Wales.
The townsfolk of Barry
were not so fortunate; apart
from Barry Island Station,
Cadoxton, Barry Dock and
Barry Town Stations retained their original wooden
temporary structures until
Barry and Cadoxton were
rebuilt by British Railways
in the 1950s. Barry Dock
Station, which was once
criticised by a local councillor, as being more at home

in a Wild West frontier town, was never rebuilt.
I have two enduring memories of the old Barry Railway Mainline or the
‘Wenvoe’ line as we youngsters used to call it: A November afternoon in 1962
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when I watched in amazement as an 84xx, running light engine, at what seemed
breakneck speed and with whistle wide open, raced through the cutting before
finally vanishing into the depths of Wenvoe tunnel; the crew intent on breaking
some local speed record or so it seemed. Then lastly on a Wednesday in early
1963, when I watched a green liveried 56xx with its train of pristine grey coal
wagons, highlighted by the early afternoon winter sunshine, drift down the
bank from Wenvoe towards Cadoxton North.
* Note:- During the construction of the Barry Railway there was a temporary
connection with the Taff Vale Railway at Creigiau for the delivery of materials
and equipment.
** Originally there had been two signal boxes at Tynycaeau Junction, a south
signal box which controlled the southern outlet of the sidings and a north box
which controlled the northern inlet to the sidings as well as the junctions for the
St. Fagans and Penrhos branches. At the time of the fire the south box had been
closed leaving only the North Junction box in use.
John Dore-Dennis

Newsletter 136 – Brunel’s Lion Heads
Chris Leigh's book 'GWR Country Stations', published by Ian Allan in 1981,
has a section on 'early standard type' GWR stations designed by Brunel; and a
drawing of the building at Heyford. The book notes that the stations on
the Oxford - Aynho section of the Oxford - Banbury line all had very similar
buildings, and all were adorned with lions, about which there are some further
details as well.
Richard Loydall
(However, at the time this edition went to press no one had yet come forward
with details or photos of examples in Wales.)
Editor
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Newsletter 136 – Pentir Rhiw
I was very interested to read Angus Watkins' pre-reservoir description of the
area around Pentir Rhiw in Newsletter 136. In reply to his his query about the
peculiar spelling of the station name I can offer the following.
One of the features of Y Wenhwyseg, the dialect of south east Wales, is the
sounding of the letter "a" as an "e" in certain circumstances. Words like Mam
and Bach are said Mem and Bech. This feature can also be heard in the speech
of mid Wales. It has survived in the English spellings of Aberdare and the
village of Tregare near Raglan. It is also responsible for the peculiar pronunciation of Gaer Junction. Unfortunately my laptop cannot reproduce the little
roof which is used in Welsh to lengthen a vowel. The O.S. is therefore correct
and Pant-yr-Rhiw would have sounded like Pent-y-Rhiw when spoken. The
odd spelling of Pentir Rhiw is a quirk of railway naming, and is not the same
as Pentir in Caernarfonshire.
Another feature of Y Wenhwyseg is the hardening of certain consonants,
which is why Llangattock (Breconshire) is different from Llangadog (Carmarthenshire), although they are the same name.
There is a recording of a man from Llangynwyd on the Internet which is an
example of y Wenhwyseg. In it he says Ned instead of Nhad and Ser instead
of Saer, which is a parallel with the colloquial pronunciation of Gaer. Also
Bechyn for Bachyn and several hard consonants. To find it put "Tafodiaith
Llangynwyd" in your search engine
Jeff Stone
But just to prove these things are never simple, Indoor Meetings Secretary
Rhobat Bryn Jones, who earns his dollar as a Welsh Language Lecturer at
Cardiff University tells me that the Gwenhwyseg dialect flattened the letter 'a'
to an 'e' but it tends only to happen on long vowels rather than short ones. Pant
is a short 'a' and in Gwenhwyseg would have been pronounced 'Pant'.
Editor
Newsletters 136 & 135 - An ADR Puzzle; Glyn Taff signalling
Many thanks to David Bird for his analysis of the plans published in Newsletter 135. The arrangement of the 7 ground signals at Interchange Sidings East
now seems more logical, especially when thinking that there may well have
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been run round operations within the sidings (swapping ADR and TVR locos
and brakevans).
I am, however, uncertain about the explanation of the strange signal by the tank.
There was a trailing crossover between the up and down lines just off the bottom
right of the figure on page 14 of Newsletter 135 (the toe of the points in the up
line can just be seen opposite the post mounted ground disc. Access to the gas
works was then from a trailing connection to the up line and there were runround facilities within the gas works sidings. Hence trip workings between the
Interchange Sidings and the gas works would probably have been made conventionally and would not have called for the unusual backing signal.
I have spent some time trying to work out how the various operations around the
Interchange Sidings may have been carried out, and I do indeed wish that the
SSIs had survived! At Interchange Sidings West the signalling layout, although
extensive, was easy to understand but how the box was operated is another
matter, and does not impinge on my plans for a model layout just of Glyn Taff.
What I now wonder is whether the signals by the tank were provided for locos
leaving the sidings at Glyn Taff, possibly coming on duty from the shed. The
loco would stop by the tank and then reverse towards Pontypridd; the top,
normal arm, would read for a movement over the crossover at Glyn Taff station
and on to the up line; the lower backing arm would be for a movement along the
down line and then into the down side of the Interchange Sidings.
Andrew Nummelin
Newsletter 135 - Raven Square Station
Further to John Miles’
comments about the
Welshpool Area walk undertaken earlier this year,
the information came
from a display board at
the Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway’s Raven
Square station, Welshpool
– see opposite.
I am pleased to see that I
qualified my comments in
Newsletter 135 with the
word ‘reputed’! As experienced researchers will know, one must not take anything at face value.
Brian Dotson
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Newsletter No. 134, 133 etc. Marshfield Milk
Sometime ago I became aware of the Marshfield Milk when I saw a 00 model
of a Class 35 Hymek that propelled a short train of milk wagons on the layout
of the Cardiff Model Engineering Society. Rod MacKay, a railway signaler,
had created the model. He has sent me these observations from the 1962 to
mid sixties period:
"My recollection is of the service propelling back into Cardiff from Marshfield
mid/late afternoon (as I had to get a train home at teatime). I noticed it draw
back into what were then known as the Western Mail sidings just west of the
river bridge, and run round, which I'd always presumed was preparatory to
putting the tanks on the back of the up milk. That train usually called in the up
goods, now the line for platform zero. Of course one couldn't tell whether the
tanks were loaded or empty (not being wise enough to gauge leaf spring
compression at such tender age!) but it never occurred to me that they were
other than loaded tanks else why send them to London, where there were few
cows? I do remember seeing tanks at Marshfield with road tankers present and
hoses in the top. I suppose they could have sucked the milk out but were most
likely to be loading the rail wagons.
In diesel days the guard would have been expected to ride the loco, I assume
there was some permission for them to be in with the driver in single-cab locos
like Class 20s and Class 19 ‘teddy bears’ but don't know. A senior former
Cardiff panel signaler told me that authority was given for propelling back to
Cardiff, which I guess was brought in when the panel boxes took over as I don't
think the St Brides crossovers survived."
Mike Denman
Newsletter No. 134. Signal boxes north of Cherry Orchard
The OS 1:2500 map for 1900 shows a single box on the up side (LHS of
photo). no sidings being illustrated. The map for 1919-20 shows 2 boxes and
the sidings, ditto the 1940 map. The 1969 map show no boxes or sidings,
although there is an undefined 'square' in the approximate location of the box
on the down line side.
There is a picture in More GW Steam in South Wales of ex RR no 40 entering
the sidings in the early 50s. It is impossible to see any rodding from the box,
although it is interesting to note that the locking room windows are all boarded
up. Nor is it possible to see clearly what is inside the upper glazed section of

36

WRRC Newsletter No. 137

the box, but the boarding up suggests the locking room is not in use for that
purpose.
The Signalling Record society box diagram, lists the box name as Cherry
Orchard, and this refers to the box on the up side. This diagram is for the
period after Llanishen box was closed. The sidings at Llanishen being controlled by a ground frame released from Cherry Orchard.
At one point in the lines life, there was a goods loop that skirted around the
back of the wagon works (east side) and rejoined the down main just south of
the occupational bridge to the north of Llanishen station. There is a picture in
Welsh Steam, by Gwyn Briwnant-Jones of a train that ran away piled against
the stopblock, and the rest of the line blocked. This picture is dated July 1936.
This extra trackage was all gone by the time the SRS diagram was produced, I
presume from a drawing dating from either the late 40s or 50s.
I suppose it is possible that the second box was erected purely to control access
to the sidings when they were built, although why the RR/GWR would not
have then used it to supercede the original box is beyond me. (Perhaps a
visibility issue as the 'down box' has a restricted view op towards Cefn Onn
tunnel?) If we assume it was put in temporarily, then it was probably converted into some form of north end shelter/store for the yard staff.
Finally I suspect the cover photo dates from the 60's when the line was being
rationalised and the block section was being lengthened so that Heath Junction
handed off directly to Caerphilly East.
Richard Ough
Newsletter 133 Rail Tank at Pontsticill
I have been following the correspondence regarding the inclusion of a Tank
Wagon and Toplight Coach in the formation of a Brecon to Newport service
photographed at Pontsticill with interest. The inclusion of two non-passenger
carrying vehicles stems from separate issues and I add some further observations in support of this and Chris Foren’s reply in Newsletter 134. Chris
clearly has access to the Carriage Working Programme for 1956/7 and some
further scrutiny may reveal the return working of the Stores Van which would
have originated at Swindon.
From the enlarged insert I believe it just possible to make out three axle box
covers on the Tank Wagon which supports the analysis it is a Milk Tank rather
than a two axle Ammonia Tank. It is highly unlikely a Tank Wagon for the
conveyance of Ammonia would be made available at any time for Departmental work in 1957 or subsequently. The revenue earning potential for a valuable
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traffic wagon of this kind would make it very unlikely to be made available for
Engineers and I can think of no reason for the Engineers to have an
application for Ammonia in such large quantity. In addition, because of the
previous contents, I doubt conversion to a water carrier was realistic when the
vehicles were withdrawn from Traffic (late 60s?). In my experience, Milk
Tanks were the preferred option.
Furthermore I have a record that confirms the 6.15 p.m. Brecon to Newport
that day (22nd August 1957) had crossed the loaded Ammonia Tank train at
Torpantau hauled by two 875Xs. This observation does not support any logic
for a solitary empty Ammonia Tank being worked the same day by passenger
train.
The Departmental Toplight attached next the Tank is also of significance.
There are two published photographs (one at Bassaleg the other near Machen)
of the 7.7 p.m. Newport to Brecon on 11th July 1962 hauled by 3706 conveying
three corridor coaches and a departmental Toplight. Although clearly branded
in the latter, it is not possible to determine the actual wording. However, the
door and window configuration of this vehicle suggests it is the same as that in
the photograph supplied by George Conway dated 22nd August 1957. The
good external condition and branding is more likely to be a Stores Van than a
Civil Engineering Vehicle. That it emanated from Newport and served both
Brecon and Merthyr is also indicative.
Stuart Davies

Editor: Unashamedly filling an awkward blank space in the newsletter
but continuing the snowy Christmas theme is this lovely photo courtesy
of Brian Dotson., Taken with his
Brownie 127!
Talyllyn Junction
11:15 am Newport to Brecon train
arriving at Talyllyn Junction behind 0-6-0PT 4627 where the token
is about to be exchanged with 2-6-0
46516 waiting in the platform with
the 1:20 pm Brecon to Moat Lane
Junction train. No footbridge here so passengers had to cross the line
over the snow covered boarded crossing. It was the start of the severe
winter of 1962-1963.
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Letters delivered by the TPO
The Valley Wanderer Railtour
Y Glyn Crwydryn, or The Valley Wanderer Railtour, of 24 April 1965 was one
of two steam railtours to run in the Valleys of South Wales in the summer of
1965 to celebrate the end of steam in the area. The other was The Rambling 56
Railtour of 31 July 1965. I was lucky enough to be a participant on both railtours.
The Valley Wanderer left Cardiff General at 11.10 and travelled via Pontypridd,
Aberdare and Glyn Neath to Neath Riverside. Then up the Dulais Valley to
Colbren Junction where the locos took water and the train reversed and travelled
down the adjacent valley via Pontardawe to Swansea St. Thomas and Swansea
High Street. Then along the South Wales Main Line to Cardiff General where
arrival was only one minute late at 6.08 pm. The load was five coaches, and the
locos used were large prairie 6116 and pannier tanks 4612 and 9675 doubleheading. The choice of 6116 was a strange one since this class had not normally
been used in South Wales. 6116 was used on the first leg to Neath and the last
leg from Swansea High Street to Cardiff. The middle section was hauled by the
two pannier tanks. 4612 is happily still with us on the Bodmin and Wenford
Railway. The railtour ran generally to time, but at one point was running 25
minutes late.
On the Six Bells website (www.sixbellsjunction.co.uk) a writer comments that
“my abiding memory of this tour is seeing some poor chap lying at the railside
at Pontardawe, presumably having fallen out of a door.” It is also my abiding
memory of this railtour too, since I actually saw him fall. I do not remember
any ladders being provided for getting down to the track at stops where there
were no platforms.
Earlier we had arrived at Colbren Junction at 2.08 pm some 12 minutes early,
but we had left here at 2.46 pm some 11L, because there were two engines to
water, and the water pressure was said to be low. We arrived at Pontardawe
some 5L. As we all bailed out of the train for the photo-stop, the poor enthusiast
fell and landed on the slope of the cutting. The ambulance came and he was
taken off to hospital. The train left Pontardawe 25L, but gradually caught up
time.
For the last 48 years I have wondered who the enthusiast was, whether he was
seriously hurt, and whether he made a full recovery from his injuries. Does
anyone know the answers please.
Mike Roach
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At Neath Riverside. The railtour was here from 1:25 to 1:39 pm and
left one minute early. Note the enthusiast standing on the main line embankment.

The two panniers at Pontardawe

40

WRRC Newsletter No. 137

Great Western notice on the Pontardawe
Platform at Colbren Junction, disused since
passenger services closed on 12 September
1932.

Colbren Junction.
The railtour in the
Pontardawe
platform.

The 2 panniers go
off to get water.
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Taking water at Colbren

The Neath to Brecon
platform at Colbren disused since closure to
passengers on 15 October 1962.

View of the high and low
level platforms at Colbren.

All photos; Mike Roach
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Outdoor Meeting Reports
Variety at the Seaside, Barmouth Bridge and Area – Saturday 7
September 2013
This was a repeat of the walk undertaken in 2010 but owing to repairs to
the sea defences around Fairbourne after recent flooding episodes, the
walk along the ‘bund’ to Morfa Mawddach had to be deleted and the visit
re-jigged. As a result a party of four took a ride on the Fairbourne
Railway to the pierhead, crossed the harbour by ferry and then walked
across the bridge to catch the return train to Newtown. This was against
a background of possible stormy weather which fortunately did not
materialise and we were blessed with a bright breezy day where many
late season holiday makers were to be seen.

After alighting at Fairbourne ‘main line’ and suitably fortified the short
journey along the beach and through the sand dunes by the Fairbourne
Railway, brought us to the pier head station. The journey had given us
splendid views of the Barmouth Bridge and the Mawddach Estuary. The
Fairbourne Railway began in 1895 and has had three different gauges; its
present one of 12.25in coming into use in 1986. The locomotives are
mostly half size replicas of the 2ft gauge. Our train was hauled by
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Sherpa, an 0-4-0STT locomotive built by Milner Engineering of Chester
in 1978. It was reminiscent of the locomotives of the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway in its bright powder blue – it certainly bowled along at a
good pace!

Then it was down to the beach to board the Barmouth ferry to the town.
We were lucky that despite a brisk wind it was not sufficiently strong
enough to deter this small open motor vessel from crossing this stretch
of water comfortably and at a very modest fare.
One of the gems of Barmouth is Dinas Oleu (Cliff of Light) from which
spectacular views of the surrounding countryside can be obtained. Fanny
Talbot (1824-1917) a landowner and philanthropist donated four and a
half acres of this rugged hill to the fledgling National Trust in 1895 – its
first donation – to which a further thirteen acres were subsequently
added. As we moved through the town to ascend this hill we found
ourselves in the middle of another transport celebration – lorries from a
bygone age manoeuvred through the narrow main street to a beach park
for a gathering – examples of Albion, Foden AEC, ERF, Thames,
Bedford lorries etc were seen.
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Once near the top of Dinas Oleu stunning views were to be had of the
surrounding countryside and a great view of Barmouth Bridge.

Lunch was taken in these splendid surroundings with the sun on our faces
and it seemed a pity to depart but gathering rain clouds made this a
necessity. It was noted that a new metal girder bridge had replaced an
earlier structure of the Cambrian Coast line through the town and was
already showing signs of damage from vehicles. Then it was down to the
bridge which looked even more dilapidated than at our last visit with rust
making inroads into the metal. It was said that a contract has been
awarded for the bridge’s renovation. The swing bridge section has not
been used for some thirty years and there is no longer any jointing in the
rails to suggest future use plus part of the levers have rusted away. Even
the wooden walkway was showing signs of deterioration but the sands
seemed to show more shingle than last time but did not deter the oyster
catchers who were quite prevalent. Of course there is no longer a toll on
the bridge which can be used by motorcycles as well as pedestrians. As
we came off the bridge the trackbed of the Solomon Andrews horse
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drawn tramroad could be seen. The trackbed of this tramway disappeared around a hill to a group of houses known as the ‘Jubilee Houses’.

Morfa Mawddach once a busy interchange station with a triangle and
services to Dolgellau and on to Ruabon on the Shrewsbury – Chester line
is now a single platform request halt! Thankfully it has a shelter as a
light shower threatened and more so when the Customer Information
Screen (CIS) flashed up that a signal failure somewhere on the service
was causing trains to be anything up to twenty minutes late so a longer
than planned wait. Time passed quickly but our delayed train was almost
back on schedule by Newtown and once again a very pleasant, interesting and instructive day had been spent on the Cardigan Coast thanks to
our walk leader Brian Poole.
Members are advised to read this report in conjunction with the one
published in Newsletter 125, Winter 2010, pp.18-21 ‘By Train to the
Seaside: Barmouth and its Bridge’ where more details of the bridge are
given.
Article & Photos: Brian Dotson
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Modeller’s Corner
Thank you everyone for your overwhelmingly positive reaction to this new
section of the Newsletter. We have a distinctly Cambrian feel to this edition but
just so the rest of us don’t feel left out we’ll start off with something for the
Rhymney and Great Western Railway fans amongst us…
Furness Railway Wagon Co, 10 Duke Street, Dalton-in-Furness,
Cumbria. LAI 5 8HH
Tel. 01229 468206
Email: Furnessrailway@hotmail.com
Web:www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/catalogue/furness
On show at the recent Gauge O Guild show at Telford was a Rhymney Railway
10-ton 4-plank wagon kit for £45 but also available RTR £85 at £85. Didn’t
have the presence of mind to take a photo and, so far, no response from the firm
to my request for more information. I’ll persevere, but meantime if anyone has
bought one and would like to tell us about it, we’d love to here from you.
Also seen at Telford…
Lasercraft Devon, 36 Cambridge Road, Ford, Plymouth, Devon, PL2 1PU
www.lasercraftuk.com
Phone; 07425 161018
Amongst their range of wooden, laser cut signal box kits is one from Llansantffraid Crossing. With a footprint of just 100 mm x 65 mm included the steps it
should appeal to space starved 7 mm modellers and costs £32.50, which looks
very good value to me. No doubt members more knowledgeable than I will be
able to tell us if this was a standard design that could be legitimately used
elsewhere either as supplied or with modification. In any event Lasercraft can
produce bespoke kits from customer drawings.
Once you’ve built it you’ll need to make sure you paint it correctly. Secretary
Rod sent me this link to a very useful website,
http://www.stationcolours.info/index.php?p=1_5_GWR
which despite the GWR reference also provides information on liveries used
by some though not all the Welsh companies.
Cambrian Models, those well known producers of modern image wagonery,
have remained true to their name and produced two new Cambrian Wagon Kits.
C100 CAMBRIAN RAILWAYS 2 plank £.4.95 - The 2 plank drop side
wagon was favoured by the Cambrian, even for loads such as barrels which
were taller than the wagon sides. They were most useful for transporting roofing
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slates – the drop sides avoided having to lift the slates in over the top. In later
years, they were used as ballast wagons, some of which had the drop sides held
shut by corner plates. The kit has brakegear on one side only – the other side has
a plain solebar without a "V" hanger.

C111 CAMBRIAN RAILWAYS 4 PLANK WAGON (with optional sheet
rail) £6.35 - This has the same underframe as C100 and based on the Ken
Werrett drawing done in 1920. Wagons of this type with the sheet rail were used
to carry lime from the quarries southwest of Oswestry. Others without the sheet
rail were used for timber etc. The kit includes etched parts and wire for the
optional sheet rail.

Both kits require wheels, bearings and couplings to complete.
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Cambrian have asked for the Circle’s help in tracking down running numbers
for these wagons, the only number they currently have being no. 1014 from the
Ken Werrett drawing used in producing the 4 plank kit (this particular wagon
carrying a sheet rail). Stephen Bell has identified two more, namely nos. 314
and 696 from official Cambrian Photos. Does anyone have more?
Future plans include the GWR designed P22 ballast hopper, a late design some
of which were built by British Railways and seen in the Oswestry area carrying
ballast from the quarries at Whitehaven/Llanyblodwel, particularly in the 1960s.
You’ll find Cambrian models in most good model shops or direct at:
Cambrian Models, 10 Long Road, Tydd Gate, Wisbech, PE13 5RB
www.cambrianmodels.co.uk
01945 420511
Modelling the pre-grouping Cambrian Railways - Member Richard Loydall
has put together an information sheet covering 4mm items. Baed on research
doen during August this year, it is as up to date and as comprehensive as is
reasonable to expect. Lack of room precludes its inclusion here, but I’ll be
using it to update the Circles’ modelling handbook and I am quite happy to
provide members with a copy in the meantime. Requests to me, please at the
Editorial mansion (or by e-mail or snailmail if you prefer).
Barry Railway B1 Class Locomotives - Member Brian Hunt has been talking
with Allen Doherty of Worsley Works with a view to them producing an etched
brass 4mm kit for a Barry Railway B1 loco. This would be more of an aide to
scratch building rather than a full blown kit, so it will require a degree of skill
and a knowledge of the prototype to complete. Nevertheless, a number of
members have expressed an interest such that the project is now approaching
the critical mass required to make it viable. If you would like to register an
expression of interest, you can contact Worsley Works direct via their website
- worsleyworks.co.uk - or by e-mail - enquiries@ worsleyworks.co.uk. Alternatively, Brian would be happy to hear from members direct, his phone number
is 01623 628877 or if you can contact me, and I’ll pass your interest on.
And finally an enquiry from a non-member…
I am making a model of an LNWR station building based on the former
Swansea Bay station near St Helens in Swansea. I am using the Grand Junction
Models 4mm scale panels to make life easier. WRRC member Bernie Baker
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has shown me pictures of the platform side of the building so I have that sorted
but I need information about how the plain panels, doors and windows are
arranged at the back of the building and where the internal partitions that divide
the various rooms are positioned. I have only seen one photo of the rear of the
building, taken at an acute angle from the Swansea Victoria end so the exact
panel layout is not clear. I am attaching a sketch plan of the building I have
produced from the information I already have. The internal walls are shown as
dotted lines because I cannot be sure how big the various rooms are. I do know
the building ends are rounded and modelling them as flat will be one of my
enforced compromises!
I would be grateful to hear from any member who can help with photos,
sketches or just memories of the building, inside and out. I am happy to shared
what limited information I already have. Please contact me by e mail
(john.rees14@btinternet.com) or write to me at 24 Chalkdown, Stevenage,
Herts. SG2 7BG (your second class postage refunded).
Hywel Rees.
(Editor’s note: A scan of Hywel’s hand drawn diagram is reproduced below,
but is only just suitable for reproduction, I’ll be happy to provide copies to
members if required.)
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From the Guard’s Van
One of the things that worried me most when I took over as Editor was having
enough good quality material to fill each edition. Well, this is another bumper
Newsletter, in fact I have had to limit the number of pages or risk incurring
even higher postal costs. On the plus side it means, I have enough to start the
Spring Newsletter No.138 for which the copy deadline is 14th February 2014
(so now you’ve another reason to remember that date!) with publication
scheduled for St. David’s day.
As ever, you will be the judge of whether quality and quantity can co-exist and
I look forward to your feedback. Enjoy!
Rob
The “How Do I…” Panel
Contribute to the Welsh Railways
Archive (WRA)…
Contact the Editor.

Replace a defective or
missing WRA or
Newsletter…
Contact the Newsletter
Editor.

Offer to help at an Exhibition…
Contact the Chairman and/or the
Webmaster.

Get an answer to a
membership query…
Contact the Membership
Secretary

Add to the Circle’s web pages…
Contact the Webmaster.

Offer my services to the
Circle…
Get in touch with the
Chairman.
Offer my services as a
speaker at an Indoor
meeting…
Contact the Indoor Meeting
Co-ordinator.
Borrow from the Lending
Resource…
Send a self addressed A4
envelope with a number of
loose stamps to Nigel
Nicolson.

Confirm a place on a walk or a
visit…
Contact the Chairman (who is also the
Outdoor Meeting Co-ordinator)
Buy Binders for WRA and other
magazines…
Get in touch with Adrian Gray
25 The Pound
Syresham
Brackley
Northants
NN135HG
Or e-mail:
adrian@pound25.freeserve.co.uk
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Circle Contacts
Chairman & Outdoor Meetings
Co-ordinator: Brian Dotson
Glenrowan, 5 Pentrosfa Crescent
Llandrindod Wells, Powys,
LD1 5NW
E-mail: chairman@wrrc.org.uk or
outdoormeetings@wrrc.org.uk
Tel: 01597 824408

Secretary: Rod Hall
Bro Dawel
16, Brynhyfryd Road
Newport / Casnewydd
NP20 4FX
E-mail: secretary@wrrc.org.uk

Treasurer: Tony Ford
28 Andrews Way, Salisbury, SP2
8QR
E-mail: treasurer@wrrc.org.uk

Welsh Railways Archive Editor:
Tony Miller
Dystlegh, Rod Lane, Ilton,
Ilminster,
Somerset, TA19 9ET
E-mail: wraeditor@wrrc.org.uk

Membership Secretary:
Paul Rowlands
56 Belmont Road, St Andrews,
Bristol, BS6 5AT
E-mail: membership@wrrc.org.uk

Photo Sales: Nigel Nicholson
46 William Belcher Drive, St
Mellons,
Cardiff, CF3 0NZ

Newsletter Editor: Rob Foot
9 Ewenny Cross, Ewenny,
Bridgend, CF35 5AB
E-mail: newsletter@wrrc.org.uk

Webmaster: Andy Nicholls
E-mail: webmaster@wrrc.org.uk

Indoor Meetings Co-ordinator:
Rhobat Bryn Jones
E.mail:
indoormeetings@wrrc.org.uk
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Welsh Railways Archive Special
Your Committee is considering producing a special Cambrian Railways
themed edition of the Archive to commemorate the upcoming 150th Anniversary of its incorporation in 1864.
Contributions are sought from members in the form of articles and or photographs and interested members should contact Tony Miller in the first instance.

Coming next time…
An incident at Little Mill Junction

Photo: The Late John Beardsmore (Copyright Tony Jones)
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